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Melksham Town Council 
 

Minutes of the Community Development Committee meeting held 
on Monday 23rd November 2020 

 
 

PRESENT: Councillor P Aves (Chair) 
Councillor S Brown 
Councillor K Iles (Vice-Chair) 
Councillor H Illman 
Councillor G Mitcham 
Councillor T Welch 
Councillor A Westbrook 
 

 
ALSO IN 
ATTENDANCE 

Councillor J Hubbard 
Councillor C Jeffries 
 

 
OFFICERS: David McKnight Economic Development Manager 
 Miriam Zaccarelli Community Development Officer 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 5 members of the press or public were present. 

 
 

40/20   Apologies 
 
No apologies for absence were received at the meeting. 
 

41/20   Declarations of Interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

42/20   Minutes 
 
The minutes of 3 August 2020 were reviewed.  Councillor Welch noted that she 
was listed as “in attendance” rather than attending as a member of the 
Committee. 
 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the last meeting held on 3 August 2020 
(previously circulated) be approved with the above amendment as a correct 
record to be signed by the town Mayor, Councillor Aves at a later date. 
 

43/20   Community Hub 
 
An initial sub group meeting had taken place in which Councillors discussed ideas 

and suggestions for what a Community Hub in the Art House café could include. 
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The notes of the meeting (https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4) were circulated and 

Councillors had added the following additional observations:  

 Preference to include a café offering drinks and snacks (not meals) 

 Café could be run by Assembly Hall staff or voluntary groups invited to take 

a day each and share the profits with the Town Council. 

 A café would encourage use of the Hub, with customers also making use of 

the Market Place  

 It should be a one stop shop for the whole community 

 The initial notes of the meeting should be circulated to Melksham Without 

Parish Council and other local parishes as the hub would be of benefit to all 

local people, not just those in the town. 

 
44/20   Community Expo and Volunteer Fair 

 
The Community Development Officer had submitted a report 

(https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4) outlining a possible volunteer groups network that could 

be set up to help groups and clubs in the Melksham area to network and support 

each other. During COVID-19 restrictions it could start as a regular virtual 

meeting and if beneficial, develop into regular meetings in a venue. Groups 

would need to be consulted on whether such a network would be useful and if 

so, how regularly a meeting would be required. Initial investigations would be 

brought back to a future meeting for consideration. 

 
45/20   800th Charter Commemorative Benches 

 
A report (https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4) outlining the progress of affixing plaques with 

historical facts on the eight new benches in King George V Playing Field had been 

circulated. The Economic Development Manager explained that the locations of 

the benches would be determined by the KGV Sub-committee as suggested on 

the attached map (https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4), and that the Community 

Development Committee were tasked with arrangements for the historical 

plaques.  

One quote had been received for £768 for eight signs. Councillor Welch reported 

that the Cobblers Bench had supplied less costly signs for the Friends’ Garden 

and could also be approached as long as they could include a QR code in the 

signs.  Councillor Hubbard raised a concern about the high price and 

recommended that the supplier who provided signs for the Canberra Centre be 

approached. The Community Development Officer would continue to seek 

quotes and bring them back to a future meeting. 

Councillor Aves raised concern about vandalism, and it was explained that if a 

cheaper version of the signs could be found, one option to mitigate vandalism 

would be to get several copies of the signs so they could be replaced easily if 

needed. 

https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4
https://bit.ly/3aDxyA
https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4
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46/20   Dogs owners in King George V Park 

 
The Community Development Officer reported that at the meeting of the 

Community Development Committee on 3 August it was resolved to run a poster 

competition to encourage users of the park to keep their dogs on leads. Over the 

summer the Business Administration Apprentice had been progressing a poster 

competition to encourage people to pick up after their dogs, which had just been 

completed. Children from Aloeric school had supplied artwork, ten winners were 

chosen and their designs had been made into outdoor signs that would be 

distributed around town. A press story announcing the winners would feature in 

the December edition of the Town Council newsletter, at which point the next 

competition requesting posters to encourage people to keep dogs on leads 

would be launched. 

 
47/20   Christmas Activities 2020 

 
The Economic Development Manager had circulated a report detailing business 

and community activities in Melksham over the Christmas period. 

 
48/20   Melksham  Hearts Art Project 

 
The Economic Development Manager informed the committee that a request for 

a budgetary provision of £5000 be made in the 2021/22 budget had been made 

but that this would not be confirmed until the Council approved the 2021/22 

budget. He had submitted a report (https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4) detailing the need to 

create clear criteria on which potential public art projects are decided and 

commissioned.  

A subgroup of Councillor Aves, Councillor Brown, Councillor Iles, Councillor 

Illman, Councillor Fiorelli and Councillor Westbrook would be set up to consider 

ideas.  Initial suggestions were requested and included the following: 

The Community Development Officer suggested a ‘Window of Thanks’ 

community art project in which a mosaic of expressions of gratitude from the 

community could be compiled to create one large image, possibly in an empty 

shop window. 

Councillor Iles suggested a ‘Living Wall’ in which a series of hanging baskets could 

be attached to a wall to create a wall of plants. While costly, a small-scale version 

could be explored. 

Councillor Brown had been in touch with several landlords and estate agents to 

secure shop windows in the town centre for an exhibition of art from local 

artists.  Empty shops or those closed due to lockdown would be suitable. She had 

found artists from local art groups who were keen to exhibit, while the search for 

available premises continued. Councillor Brown was concerned that the closure 

https://bit.ly/3aDxyA4
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of the Art House Café would mean local artists could no longer exhibit work 

there, and Councillors Westbrook and Aves were keen to explain that the 

intention was to see the Art House café continue to hold exhibitions of local 

artwork. 

 

Councillor Fiorelli suggested that a monthly outdoor art exhibition in the Market 

Place could be a way to celebrate local artists and make use of the Market Place 

for its intended purpose. 

The ‘Melksham Hearts Art’ subgroup would meet to consider all these options as 

soon as possible. 

 
49/20   Clackers Brook - Proposed Restoration Sites 

 
The committee received and supported the draft detail of the proposed 

restoration sites at Clackers Brook, as submitted by the Wiltshire Wildlife Trust.   

There was a great deal of enthusiasm for this project and the Economic 

Development Manager was asked to convey this enthusiasm to Wiltshire Wildlife 

Trust and to enquire of the Trust if the council could be of any assistance in the 

furtherance of these works. 

 
 
 

Meeting Closed at: 8.15 pm 
 

Signed:    Dated: 

 


